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October 20, 2008

Attorney General Michael B. Mukasey
US Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20530-2000

Re: Remmposition of Special Administrative Measures on Syed Fahad Hashmi,
H#60011-054

Dear Attorney General Mukasey,

The Brennan Center for Justice, an organization committed to both individual rights and a
safe and free America, is gravely concerned about the Special Admmistrative Mecasures
(“SAMs”) imposed on Syed Fahad Hashmi and the prospect of their renewal for another
calendar year. We ask that you decline to extend the SAMs beyond their current expiratdon
date of October 29, 2008, or, at a minimum, that you decline to extend their most extreme
elements, and mitigate them to account for their effect on Mr. Hashmi.

Mr. Hashmi was arrested on June 6, 2006, in the United Kingdom, and extradited to the
United States on May 25, 2007, based on allegations of material support of terrorism. He
has been in pre-trial detention now for 28 months. His trial is not scheduled until the spring

of 2009.

During the last twelve months of his pretrial confinement, Mr. Hashmi has been subject to a
highly restrictive and de facto punitive regime of SAMs.! We are concerned that the
cumulative psychological impact of the regulations is so great as to pose a threat to the
mental health of any person.

Mr. Hashmi, we understand, has been in solitary confinement for the entirety of his tme at
the Metropolitan Correctional Center, 1solation that the SAMs regime has both contunued
and intensified. The SAMs preclude contact with any visitor except for his attorneys and his
immediate family. Permitted contact is severely circumscribed and subject to constant
surveillance.  His interaction with the outside world is severely limited in other ways. He
may not interact with the media either directly or through a third party, nor may he listen to

' SAMs are imposed pursuant to 28 C.F.R. § 501.3.






